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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the relationship between accreditation status (NAAC/NBA) and student preferences during college
selection, with a particular focus on the influence of campus placement opportunities. By surveying 339 students across
various engineering colleges in India, the study explores how accreditation and placement performance are prioritized.
Findings reveal that while a significant number of students recognize the value of accreditation, placement records remain
the most influential factor. This paper further discusses implications for educational policy and offers recommendations for
institutions to enhance their attractiveness to prospective students through a balanced approach to academic excellence and
employability..
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1. INTRODUCTION

Accreditation serves as a benchmark for educational quality, guiding institutions in maintaining academic rigor,
infrastructural adequacy, and effective governance. In India, the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC)
and the National Board of Accreditation (NBA) are pivotal in accrediting higher education institutions and programs. Despite
the significance of accreditation, it is increasingly evident that students often prioritize direct career outcomes—most notably,
placement opportunities—over institutional credentials.

This study explores how undergraduate engineering students perceive accreditation in comparison to campus placement
offerings during their college selection process. The objective is to evaluate the extent to which accreditation influences
decision-making and how institutions can better align with student expectations in a competitive education landscape.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

The global relevance of accreditation has been documented across various academic domains. According to Agarwal (2021),
accreditation enhances institutional accountability and instills confidence among stakeholders. Gupta and Sharma (2020)
further elaborate on how employers use accreditation status as an initial filter during recruitment but ultimately focus on
candidate readiness, communication skills, and technical proficiency.

In the Indian context, NAAC evaluates institutions based on parameters such as curriculum, teaching-learning practices, and
institutional values. NBA, on the other hand, is more outcome-oriented, focusing on program-level competencies. Previous
studies suggest that while students recognize the long-term value of accreditation, immediate outcomes such as job placement
and starting salary remain key decision-making drivers..

3. METHODOLOGY

A descriptive research design was employed using a structured, close-ended questionnaire. The survey targeted final- and
pre-final-year engineering students across multiple colleges affiliated with universities in Maharashtra. A total of 339 valid
responses were collected with no personal information.

The questionnaire assessed:
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e Awareness of NAAC/NBA accreditation

e Importance of accreditation in college selection

e Significance of placement opportunities
e Trade-offs between accreditation and placement
o Influence of accreditation on perceived employability

Quantitative analysis was conducted using frequency distribution and cross-tabulation. Key insights were drawn through
comparative graphical representation and narrative interpretation

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The survey data provides valuable insights into the perceptions and priorities of students and stakeholders regarding
NAAC(National Assessment and Accreditation Council) & NBA(National Board of Accreditation), as well as the importance
of campus placement opportunities when selecting a college. The analysis is based on 339 responses, which offer a
comprehensive understanding of the factors influencing college selection and the role of accreditation in enhancing
placement opportunities.

4.1 Awareness of NAAC and NBA Accreditation

The majority of respondents (approximately 85%) indicated that they are fully aware of NAAC and NBA accreditation. A
smaller percentage (around 12%) mentioned that they have heard about it but do not know much, while a negligible fraction
(less than 3%) stated they are not aware of these accreditations as shown in Fig. 1. This high level of awareness suggests that
NAAC and NBA accreditation are well-recognized among students and stakeholders, likely due to the increasing emphasis
on quality education and institutional accountability in higher education.

COUNT OF 1. ARE YOU AWARE OF NAAC
AND NBA ACCREDITATION?
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Fig. 1. Awareness of accreditation

4.2 Importance of NAAC/NBA Accreditation in College Selection

When asked about the importance of NAAC/NBA accreditation in choosing a college, a significant majority of respondents
(approximately 75%) rated it as "Very Important.” Around 20% considered it "Somewhat Important,” while a small
percentage (less than 5%) found it "Not Important” or were neutral as shown in Fig. 2. This indicates that accreditation is a
critical factor for most students when selecting a college, as it is often associated with quality education, infrastructure, and
faculty.

COUNT OF 2. HOW IMPORTANT IS NAAC/NBA
ACCREDITATION FOR YOU WHEN CHOOSING
A COLLEGE?

Very Important
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Fig. 2. Importance of Accreditation while selecting the college
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4.3 Importance of Placement Opportunities

Placement opportunities were deemed "Very Important” by an overwhelming majority of respondents (over 90%) as shown
in Fig. 3. This highlights the primary concern of students when choosing a college: the likelihood of securing a job after
graduation. The emphasis on placement opportunities underscores the practical and career-oriented approach of students in
higher education.

COUNT OF 3. HOW IMPORTANT ARE
PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITIES WHEN
CHOOSING A COLLEGE?
Very Important T
Somewhat Important 1l

Neutral 0
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Fig.3. Importance of Placement while selecting the college

4.4 Factors Influencing College Selection

When asked what matters most when selecting a college, the most frequently cited factors were:
1. Placement Records (mentioned by approximately 70% of respondents)

2. Accreditation (NAAC/NBA) (around 60%)

3. Quality of Faculty (around 50%)

4. Infrastructure and Facilities (around 40%)

This ranking indicates that while placement records are the top priority, accreditation and faculty quality are also significant
considerations. Infrastructure, though important, is relatively less prioritized compared to the other factors.

4.5 Trade-offs Between Accreditation and Placement Records

The survey explored whether students would consider a college with excellent placement records but no NAAC/NBA
accreditation. Approximately 60% of respondents said "Yes," while 30% were uncertain ("Maybe"), and 10% said "No."
This suggests that while accreditation is important, strong placement records can outweigh the lack of accreditation for a
majority of students.

Conversely, when asked if they would consider a college with NAAC/NBA accreditation but average placement records,
only about 40% said "Yes," while 50% were uncertain ("Maybe"), and 10% said "No." This indicates that while accreditation
is valued, it is not sufficient on its own if the college does not have strong placement records.

4.6 Impact of Accreditation on Placement Opportunities

A significant majority of respondents (approximately 80%) agreed or strongly agreed that NAAC/NBA accreditation
improves placement opportunities. This belief is likely rooted in the perception that accredited institutions offer better quality
education, which in turn enhances employability. Around 15% were neutral, and less than 5% disagreed or strongly
disagreed, suggesting that while most respondents see a positive correlation between accreditation and placement
opportunities, a small fraction remains skeptical.

4.7 Demographic Insights
The survey also revealed some demographic insights:

- Awareness Levels: Respondents who were fully aware of NAAC/NBA accreditation were more likely to consider it
important in their college selection process.

- Placement Focus: Younger respondents or those closer to graduation placed a higher emphasis on placement opportunities
compared to other factors.

- Neutral Responses: A small but notable percentage of respondents were neutral on the impact of accreditation on placement
opportunities, indicating a need for further education on the benefits of accreditation.

4.8 Future Outlook on College Selection Trends
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Based on the analysis, future trends in college selection could evolve as follows:

e Increased Importance of Hybrid Factors: Students will continue to prioritize placements but may look for
institutions that balance strong placement records with academic credibility.

e Industry Collaboration as a Decisive Factor: Colleges with strong industry tie-ups, internships, and placement-
driven curriculums will have a competitive edge, even over accredited institutions with weak placement records.

e Evolving Perceptions of Accreditation: If regulatory bodies link accreditation directly to job opportunities,
students may place greater importance on accreditation.

e Technology-Driven College Selection: As more data-driven platforms emerge, students may increasingly rely on
transparent placement statistics, alumni success rates, and accreditation ratings when selecting colleges.

5. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE SCOPE

The study highlights that while accreditation is valued, placement opportunities remain the dominant factor influencing
students choices. Institutions must balance accreditation efforts with strong industry collaborations to improve placement
outcomes. Future research could explore employer perspectives on accredited institutions and their hiring preferences.
Additionally, a comparative study on the impact of accreditation on placements across different academic disciplines could
provide deeper insights
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